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RARE TCY DEER DOOVED UWLESS HELP ARRIVES

It is now absolutely certain that the smallest, most colorful and mique of
Yorth America's deer species-~the Key deer——vhich exists on a hendful of flat keys
or islonds 100 miles from Florida's meinland, will shortly become extinct along
with its wnduplicated habitat unless drastic measures are taken to protect it in
its own peculiar environment, declared wildlife experts of the Depertment of the
Interior's Fish and Wildlife Service today.

Only 70 of these "pyemy" deer—vhom some scientists call a distinct species——
were left on Big Pine and ilo liame Keys in 1947; 40 were left in 1950; today, only
32, or cven less, can be counted--tomorrow, the count may be a cipher unless =
immediate action is tazen.

Few and far between are those fortunate individuals who have seen the tiny
animal. Around 26 to 29 inches high, 38 inches long, welghing in at a mere 30-35
pounds for bucks; 20-25 pounds for does, it is about the size of a very small
collie. Fawns are no biggzer than the ordinary cottonteil rabblt.

The deer have been slaughtcred by invading poachers, who run them into the
sca with dogs to be shot., Fires, mmrricanes, and crocodiles destroycd others.

And now the whizzing motorist on the overseas hizhwey to Xey West is unwitc
tingly hastening the little Key deer's ultimate death warrent, Iast year eight of
the remaining 40 were run over and killed oy cars alone, as they attempted to find
water in tne roadside ditches.

This dropped their dwindling population to the present extremely dangerous
level of not more than 32 remaining survivors. If and when adequate help is
rushed, this muber might be raised in a few years to around 200, which would
insure them against the complete oblivion towerd which they are headed.

Two wnsuccessful attempts have been made to save the Xey deer through legis-
lative action to establish 2 definite sanctuary.

Because of its delicate, centuries-old adjustment to its own unusual ecological
keys' beckground, the surviving herd camnot be transplanted to another region where
they might be better protected from onrushing civilization,

Since time immerorial they have wagzed their fight for survivel in a harsh,
almost waterless habitat. Key deer were the first deer to be seen by white men in
the ilew World, Columbus described them in his fourth-trip report to his royal
TPONEO TS, :



In the year 1545 they were again observed and noted by Hernando d'Escalante
in his Memoirs, written after he was held captive by Indians in the lower keys of
the Key West chain,

Not only would full protection rescue a vanishing race of plcturesque deer,
it would also help to Treserve plants and birds that are among the most interesting
this comtry can offer the nature-lover and studemnt.

Birds such as the uncommon white-crowned pigeon, whose chief feeding grownd
is located where the Key deer browse, would be also protected. Tropical vegetation
types in large numbers found nowhere else in the United States would be preserved.

Then tourists and nature students--scientists and just plan lovers of the
great outdoors--would be able to see flora and fama far out of the ordinary on
the range of the tiny Key deer vhose renks might be raised to the safe figure of
200, This is the nurber the experts call a safeguard against extinctiom,
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